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The School of Plato : Its Origin, Development, and Revival 
under the Roman Empire. By F. W. Bussell, B.D., B.Mus., 
Fellow and Tutor of B.N.C., Oxford. London: Methuen & 
Co. Pp. ix., 346. 

Mr. Bussell has written the history of Greek philosophy from 
what he admits to be a peculiar and restricted standpoint. The 
underlying aim of philosophy is said to be "the selfish desire for 
personal happiness," "the search for the individual's freedom and 
happiness in a world not obviously calculated to ensure it." 

And, further, Mr. Bussell has a practical aim, a certain view of 
life to maintain, develop, and illustrate. 

" We shall witness a revival of interest in the personal, and of surprise at our 
recent love of the aggregate ; we shall put aside preconceived notions of the 
rights, the liberty, the inherent goodness of man (in the abstract), and such like 
formulas ; we shall correct that false sentiment which is the bane of modern re- 
form ; and reverting to history for a more accurate view, and especially to such 
epoch as the Roman empire, we shall seek to gain a fuller insight into the needs 
and aspirations, the hopes and the happiness of the personal spirit, — after all, and 
even if this appearance be an illusion, the only abiding reality to us in a world of 
change." 

This is, after all, a great abstraction. It would rule out all 
systems of philosophy which have originated in a social impulse 
or merely disinterested curiosity, and it puts a considerable strain 
upon the interpretation of Greek philosophy. The arbitrariness 
that attaches to Mr. Pussell's reading of the problem of life 
asserts itself in the Introduction, more especially in his treatment 
of the social question as " simply a question of food." The reader 
must be prepared, accordingly, for an interpretation of Greek phi- 
losophy from a somewhat dogmatic and subjective stand point, — or, 
rather, he must be prepared to be reminded on every page that 
what the author is really developing is a certain view of life and 
his conception of the Christian religion as the supreme solution of 
the philosophical quest after " personal happiness." The Plato of 
the Timseus, for instance, almost completely overshadows the Plato 
of the Republic in Mr. Bussell's exposition : the social reference of 
the Platonic philosophy sinks into the background, and its scientific 
side is somewhat readily merged in the "pietistic." In the same 
way, the self-centred aspect of Aristotle's ethical ideal is empha- 
sized and no reference is made to the correction it receives in the 
Books on Friendship. But it would take us beyond the limits of 
a review, if we were to attempt to discuss either the validity of 
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Mr. Bussell's stand-point, or the details of its application to Greek 
philosophy. 

Any one who wishes to study Platonism under the aspect se- 
lected by Mr. Bussell could not easily find a book better to his 
taste. The whole thesis is developed with great felicity, and at the 
same time with great sincerity. And if it tends to be somewhat 
reiterative, the argument is worked out in a way that cannot fail to 
interest a student of philosophy who can recognize the limitations 
of its method. Our gratitude to Mr. Bussell must include the 
sense of favors to come ; and we look forward, with even more in- 
terest, to "the dates, analyses, contrasts, and personal details" he 
is reserving for a later volume. It would be churlish, under the 
circumstances, to complain of the absence of any index or any ref- 
erences. Mr. Bussell clearly wishes his book to be regarded as an 
essay rather than a treatise : it is as an essay that it should be esti- 
mated, and it is as an essay — of a more than usually genial and in- 
timate quality — that it can be best appreciated. 

Sidney Ball. 

St. John's College, Oxford. 

Some Recent Protestant Theology. By Charles Strong, D.D. 

Melbourne : J. Haase, r 7 Swanston Street. 

This admirable little volume contains a series of popular lectures 
giving a sympathetic exposition of the more important views held 
by advanced Christian theologians of the present day. Dr. 
Strong's style is excellently clear and lucid ; his matter deeply 
interesting and suggestive. He writes as a thinker convinced of 
the spiritual nature of man and the universe ; it is to the develop- 
ment of the God-consciousness latent in each individual that he 
looks for the furtherance of religion, not to merely intellectual ex- 
ercises, still less to the acceptance of doctrine upon authority. It 
would be instructive to compare his position with that maintained in 
a recent able article published in this Journal, "The Necessity of 
Dogma," by Mr. McTaggart. And it is to be hoped that in some 
future book Dr. Strong may treat this question more fully, — the 
question, that is to say, of the relation between the intellectual and 
emotional elements in religion. 

F. Melian Stawell. 

London. 



